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The Zonta Club ‘Launching Families’ Program
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Helping youth in the foster care system transition successfully into the world of adults
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Launching Families Program Outline

The caring volunteers of “Launching Families” create a support system during the “transitioning years” for youth who grew up in the El Paso County foster system. On their own for the first time, they lack the basic things that most 18 year olds take for granted: advice from someone with experience, encouragement, roots, and emotional support when the going gets tough. 
The Launching Families program connects qualified volunteers with these young people and provides them with training and support. 
What a launching family does:

· Calls or gets together with the sponsored youth frequently to see how things are going
· Sends occasional ‘care packages’ during finals week, on birthdays, etc.

· Invites him or her for a  holiday meal
· Celebrates the small successes and recognize effort
· Lends an ear, provides emotional support 

· Serves as mentor, friend and, perhaps, advisor
· Helps fill out paperwork if needed and requested
· Provides a positive adult role model, reinforcing positive social values and a career-oriented approach to life

What a launching family does not do: 

· Provide financial support

· Provide living space 

· Take on a “parent” role
· Take on the role of therapist or professional counselor 
· Insist upon any particular type of religious participation

· Become a support system for the sponsored young person’s family or friends 
Launching family expectations and requirements:

· A desire and willingness to assist a youth in finding and following his or her path to a successful future
· Fingerprinting, background checks, and Dept of Motor Vehicle checks  are required 
· Attend an informational meeting with Dept of Human Services liaison to gain more understanding of the youth being mentored
· Participate in “getting to know you” activities hosted by Zonta and the El Paso County Dept of Human Services
· Report bi-monthly via email on contacts made and to let us know how things are going
·  While a commitment for the entire college career of the youth is desirable, those wishing to commit for two years are encouraged to apply
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*There is a fee for background checks that volunteers may be asked to cover. The amount was undetermined at the time of this printing. If you are not able to personally volunteer this year, you may want to make it possible for someone else to do so by making a tax-deductible donation to the sponsoring organization, Zonta Club of the Pikes Peak Area.



Why Launching Families?





Each year 30 – 40 young people will age out of the El Paso County foster care system when they turn 18. Alone and on their own, for the first time, most of these young people are unprepared for the complexities of filling out college applications, job applications, opening a bank account, making a budget, or keeping a job.  While a college education for each of these young people is our dream and our goal, without adult support, only 5% will attempt a college education and less that 2% will succeed in getting a 4 year degree; the rest will drop out. Technical, vocational and proprietary schools can also be stepping stones to a successful future, but again, without support, most of these young people will fail to take advantage of the opportunities that open to them.  However, the problem is not unsolvable and you can be a part of the solution. 
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The Zonta Club of the Pikes Peak Area has built the framework; now we need to complete it with a full complement of compassionate volunteers. You can be a part of this exciting new venture. For a relatively small effort, you can make a big difference. 








The Zonta Club of the Pikes Peak Area is the local chapter of a worldwide organization of women in the professions devoted to improving the educational, economic, health and safety status of women. We meet on the fourth Wednesday of the month at the Colorado Springs Country Club. For more information go to ZontaPikesPeak.org.














